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Clickable TV: Works in Progress
¥
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DISTRIBUTION The convergenca of ielevision and the personal computer is

a reality and, because of bmadband transmission,
functionality and interach vity are coming 10 a iele vision near

you.

Recognizing the cealive polental of such a undamenially
differant viewing experience, he American Him Instilute
(AFl) in Los Angeles jpined with compuler chip manufactuner
Intel o sponsor the AFlAntel Enhanced TV warkshop.
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Paridpants are parnened with indusiry meniors for a
six-month series of seminars, leciures and presentaiions. The
goal is for each of the nine project producers to develop a
gc:tntype of an enhanced TV producton. Today, competng

chnologies complicate execution. The AF workshop teams
pofess D be “technologically agnostc,” concentaing on
design fiow and concept rather EnginEernng.

The AFl's obyectve 15 1D take procucers rom the raditonal
inesyr world and et them dneam up ways © work in he
non-linear, interacive realm,” said Anna Mane Piersimoni, fhe
AFTs direcior of enhanced TV. This wesk, producion t2ams
presented heir works-in-progmess o a gathernng of incﬁustri.'
EXEQUIVES, Wilers and mulimedia design prokessionals a
the AF's Mark Goodson screening room
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The tedhnical specs for each piece ae as vaned as he
malenal itsell. Froducer Geomgia Bemmman, a veleran music
Inclustry execulve, showcased her enhanced version of the
Ifsh-rock documentary “Fom a Whisper o a Soeam.”
Interviews with musicans Bono and Edge of L2 and
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Adding dimensions and ayers 10 a story is ideal for he
docsmentary fomat. Interacivity should appeal o
documentary viewers who seek out informalion overoad,
"Expedition 360" (lomedy tited "Pedal for he Flanet’) is
the ongoing joumey of Austakan adveniurer Jason Lews,
who is attemping D doumnavigate he globe using only
human power: by pedal boat at sea, on in-line sk and
bikes on land.

Lewss and poducer Maunce Jacobsen, 0 San Hanosto's
Video Free Amernica, presented their Web-fiendly version
of he uu%rage atthe AF. Jacobsen envisioned an enhanced
wersion of the evolving, real-ime documentary as a TV
expenence for the Web. About 150 hours of iootage have
been shotof Lewss' rans-worid ppumey that stared n 15994
in Greenwich, England. The Web version wil let the viewer
(Jacobsen ferms hem "vusers,” a combination of viewers
and users) expernence the adventure as ithappens

vWhen Lews resumes his joumey ol the world in Apeil, he'l
be outited with an amay of high-tech communications
Ecﬂﬁmenl An Iridium satefiie phone, an INMARSAT-C
saielite fansponger and receiver for e-mail and global

osiioning and an AMBEL waterpoof, shodkproof and

g-proot ndustial laptop will keep him in contact wilh his
backup team and educaional Yveb site. Jacobsen predcied
that there will be three versions of the site: t\ext only and
simple images, a QuidkTime version with I'ugnl},' ompressed
video and a cutting-edge site accessible with 11 lines.

Designers at Santa Monica's Lab 903 oeated “Expedition
360" graphics in Photoshop and animated them using
Discreet's flame”. Chiis Swain at Spiderdance .com
(ceator of M T'V's webriot.com game show) suggested
the sile's man interface. A oute map of he expedibon can
be used 1o navigale through the site or played as a tme line
o recap the entire joumey . For every hour of linear video
there will be three hours of sub-video to link to, paraliel
muttiracks that provide additonal information

On Dec. 16, all the pariapants will retum 1o the AF 1o
present their final I:II’E.IE}I;:;}EE. Because of the vanous
enhanced TV authoring 1ools, producers have come up with
multiple solufions, Funding and executon of these

prototy pes is not a done deal

in he post-linear medium of enhanced TV, content oealors
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